
🐛 Ms. Grandma Reads Bug Jar Guide
An Activity to Spark Zeal and Wonder in Young Hearts

 From Ms. Grandma Reads
Hello there, my precious friends.

 
 Have you ever seen a child spot a ladybug and chase it across the
yard with wide eyes and squeals of delight? That, my friends, is zeal—
pure, passionate curiosity in motion.

 
 This bug jar guide is a fun way for you and your little ones to nurture
that zeal together. These activities aren’t just about catching bugs—
they’re about slowing down, looking closer, and falling in love with
learning.

🐜 Ant Farm in a Bottle
Zeal for teamwork & discovery

 Ants are nature’s tiny engineers—and watching them build and
work together can help children appreciate patience, planning,

and cooperation.
You’ll need:
 - 1 empty clear 2-liter or 1-quart bottle
 - A small shovel or spoon
 - Sand and soil (a mix is best!)
 - A bit of sugar or a cracker crumb
 - Black construction paper or a sock
 - Clear tape
 - A dozen ants from your yard (not fire ants!)



Steps:
 1. Cut the top off the bottle (grown-up job!) to make it open like a cup.
 2. Layer the soil and sand so your child can watch the ants tunnel.
 3. Add a small crumb near the top for food.
 4. Gently collect ants and place them in the bottle.
 5. Wrap the bottle with black paper or a sock to simulate underground
darkness.
 6. Lift the cover once a day to observe their progress.

Zeal Moment: Ask your child: “What do you think they’re building
today?” Watch their imagination (and the ants!) go to work.

🪱 Earthworm Habitat Jar
Zeal for quiet curiosity

 Worms may not be flashy, but they’re fascinating. Watching
them move through layers of dirt encourages careful observation

and wonder.
You’ll need:
 - 1 large clear jar
 - Soil, sand, and leaves
 - Earthworms
 - A small dish of water
 - Dark cloth or sock
Steps:
 1. Layer the jar with soil and sand like a parfait.
 2. Add worms gently and cover with cloth to keep it dark.
 3. Mist the soil lightly to keep it moist.
 4. Watch once a day to see their tunnels and movement.

Zeal Moment: Encourage your child to sketch what they see—worms
are quiet teachers with a lot to say.



🦗 Grasshopper Observation Jar
Zeal for motion & quick thinking

 Grasshoppers teach us about movement, energy, and alertness.
They jump, they chirp, and they remind us to stay curious and

present.
You’ll need:
 - 1 clear mason jar
 - Leaves and sticks
 - A piece of mesh or paper towel 
 - Rubber band
 - A grasshopper

Steps:
 1. Place leaves and sticks inside the jar.
 2. Let the grasshopper hop in gently from a cup.
 3. Cover the jar with breathable material and secure it.
 4. Observe for a day or two, then release.

Zeal Moment: How does the grasshopper move? What makes it
jump? Let your child describe it in their own words—they’re

learning to communicate with excitement.

🌿 Zeal Starts in the Dirt
 These tiny explorations aren’t just about bugs—they’re about building a love
of learning. Zeal doesn’t grow from lectures or worksheets—it blossoms in the

dirt, under rocks, and inside a child’s imagination.
So go on—get messy. Ask questions. Wonder out loud. Make room for your

child’s wild ideas. That’s where zeal lives.
Parents, I see you raising those kids so wonderfully. I’m proud of you.

 With love and wisdom,
 Ms. Grandma


